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If there is ever a time of year to take a trip to East Texas and the Big Thicket, this is it. 
 
Such trips are irresistible to me. Added to the lure was a comment made by Robert 
Stevens, the assistant regional manager of the Trinity River Authority.  
 
In setting up an appointment to discuss the statues of water conditions in the Trinity 
River basin, Stevens said, “I think you will be pleasantly surprised.”  
 
In 1690, Alonso De León found the river on the day of La Santísima Trinidad (the Most 
Holy Trinity). His thirsty entourage benefited from the find, so, in tribute of the day came 
the name. 
 
Like De León’s group, today’s inhabitants of the Trinity, both aquatic and terrestrial, 
have benefited from its waters that flow into Galveston Bay.  
 
The Trinity begins as three principal branches — East, Elm and West Forks — in North 
Texas just a south of the Red River. The waters in its 18,000-square-mile basin are 
managed by the Trinity River Authority. 
 
“TRA’s services have greatly improved public health and daily life in the communities 
since our inception in 1955.”  
 
They had a long way to go. In 1925, the Texas Department of Health characterized the 
Trinity River as a “mythological river of death.” To learn about the basis for this 
uncomplimentary title, visit www.trinityra.org/default.asp?contentID=91. 
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TRA personnel calculate the volume of water contained in Lake Livingston each week. 
According to the authority’s calculations, during last year’s drought Oct. 12 to Dec. 7, 
the lake was 80 percent full because of a reduction brought on by lack of rain and draw 
down by the city of Houston.  
 
On Dec. 7, the lake level began to rise. By Feb. 8, it had risen to 107 percent, prompting 
the “pleasantly surprised” comment.  
 
So, things are looking pretty good at Lake Livingston as a fresh water inflow source for 
Galveston Bay. 
 
But further upstream there exists the proverbial 500-pound gorilla — the Dallas-Fort 
Worth metroplex — which must be considered. 
 
Comprised of 12 counties, it is the largest landlocked metropolitan area in the United 
States. The 2010 U.S. Census shows it to have a population of 6,371,773, making it the 
largest metropolitan area in the South.  
 
In 2009, the area gained 146,530 new residents, more than in any other metropolitan 
area in the United States, and the area’s population has grown by about 1 million since 
the 2000 census.  
 
By population, it is the largest metropolitan area in Texas, the largest in the South, the 
fourth-largest in the United States and the 10th-largest in the Americas. 
 
The Tarrant Regional Water District and the Dallas Water Utilities Department are the 
metroplex’s water suppliers. Both purchase a major portion of their water from the TRA. 
 
According to a representative from the Tarrant Regional Water District, “We have the 
image of being ‘water hogs,’ but since our drought of 2006, we could be the poster child 
for prudent water management. Come on up and see for yourself.” 
 
And, so, I shall. 
 
Tom Linton teaches at Texas A&M University at Galveston and is a frequent contributor 
to The Daily News. He’s writing a series of columns about where Galveston County 
residents get their water.  

 


